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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 


December 17, 2001. The time is 3:40 p.m. 


I'm Battalion Chief Robert Burns, New York 


City Fire Department, safety battalion, conducting 


an interview with -- 


FIREFIGHTER BELTRAMI: Firefighter Dean 


Beltrami. 


BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Engine Company 260 in 


regard to the events of September 11, 2001. 


Q. If you would, Dean, just tell us in your own 


words 


what happened on that day. 


A. We responded to the alarm. We responded to a 


staging area in Queens by the Midtown Tunnel. 


When we got there, we waited for other units 


to arrive in the battalion. The battalion chief 
arrived. He said that we were going to wait until the 
tunnel was checked for bombs before we went through the 
tunnel. There was probably maybe close to a half hour 
wait there. Then we proceeded through the tunnel. 
While crossing midtown, or I believe just 
when we were coming out of the tunnel, we heard reports 
of a collapse. I was thinking -- I personally thought 
it was, like, a couple of floors. I thought it was a 


bad thing, but I didn't hear a catastrophic collapse 
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over the department radio, so personally, I didn't know 


if it was a catastrophic collapse, or just a minor 
collapse or whatever. 

After awhile, I got, I heard the word 
catastrophic collapses occurred, and then I realized 
that one building -- that would be the south tower -- 
came down, Building 2. 

So we responded . We were coming across 34th 
Street. We got to the Westside Highway, proceeded 
south, around where I heard the -- there was a guy on 


the department radio on the rig screaming that he was 


trapped under a rig. It was extremely frantic 
screaming, and it kind of got you nervous. PY 


ce: 


screaming for his life, and they can't find him. 


So then we proceeded down West Street and 
when I heard a handie-talkie report of Firefighter 


Kevin Shea, I knew Kevin Shea from another company that 


I worked at. Kevin Shea is missing. Immediately after 
I heard Kevin Shea is safe. He's in an ambulance. 
There wasn't much other -- I wasn't hearing 


much handie-talkie reception otherwise, because I had 


the nozzle position. I didn't have a radio. 


The chief had us park quite a distance away, 
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at least ten, maybe close to 15 blocks, in my opinion, 


away from the south tower. I'm sorry, Tower No. 1 on 


West Street, on Westside Highway, and I was thinking 
this is an awful long walk to go. How are we going to 


get down there. We grabbed roll-ups. We grabbed spare 


bottles. 

We began to walk. Pretty much my whole 
battalion was walking down the Westside Highway 
together. When we got to about a block, say about a 
block and a half north of the north tower, in between 


Barclay and Vesey Street, we dropped our gear to get 


ready to enter the buildings, and the lieutenant and 


officers that were with my battalion proceeded to try 


to report in to the chief. 


Just maybe about a minute had gone by, and 


somebody said, "Look, the building is starting to 


bulge." We looked up, and you could s th ntir 


facade starting to buckle on the upper floors. 
Immediately nobody said anything. We just turned and 
ran as fast as we possibly could. 

I could see that no heavy debris was going to 
hit me, but I still ran as fast as I could all the way 
to Stuyvesant High School, and I got to about -- right 


before I got to Stuyvesant High School, the cloud 
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caught up to me. 
I continued to run at a slower speed until I 


was out of the cloud, stopped, because there was a 


north wind. I donned my mask and went back into the 
cloud to make sure we could see if we could regroup 
some of my members that were with me, and we went back 
into the cloud to see if we could find anybody that was 
hurt or -- and we proceeded to head back towards the 
buildings. 


We got to within a hundred feet or so of 


where the north tower stood, and the chief ordered us 


back saying that there was -- I don't know the chief's 


name, but he ordered us back saying there was a gas 
main underneath us, and it could blow. 


We proceeded to go back one block to that 


post. Then slowly but surely every two minutes or so 


when we started to regroup we were pulled back further, 


and further and further until we were behind until 


we were past Stuyvesant High School. 


At that time, there was a bomb threat in 


Stuyvesant High School, and we evacuated that area and 


went further up West Street until we were a good 


distance away, probably -- I'm not sure of the street, 


which street it was on, but it was quite a distance 
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away. 
Throughout the rest of the day, we weren't 


put back in to work. We were considered to have worked 


already, because we were covered in dust, and in the 


evening we got to do a little bit of work, but that was 


it, and then we were sent back to quarters. 


BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: That concludes the 
interview. Thanks, Dean. 


The time is 3:45 p.m. 


